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Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  beg  to  present  to  your  Council  my  report  on  the  Stanley  and  Taniield  Sections  of  the 
Stanley  Urban  District  for  the  year  1940 

Firstly  i  shall  give  the  figures  for  the  whole  of  your  area,  and  secondly  deal  separately 
with  those  two  sections  ior  which  I  am  responsible. 

WHOLE  DISTRICT.  STATISTICS. 


Area  (acres) 

•••  •••  ...  ••• 

12,658 

< 

Population  (Estimated  mid- 1940) 

•••  ...  ...  ••• 

47,700 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

...  ...  ... 

13,200 

Rateable  Value 

...  £187,111 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 

... 

£694 

LIVE  BIRTHS— 

Males. 

Females.  Total 

Legitimate 

.  408 

405 

813 

Illegitimate 

.  20 

14 

34 

• 

428 

419 

847 

Birth  Rate  :  17.76. 

— 

— 

— 

STILL-BIRTHS— 

Legitimate 

.  13 

13 

26 

Illegitimate 

.  ....  1 

' '  — 

1 

14 

13 

27 

Rate  (per  1000  total  births)  31.88. 

— 

— 

— 

DEATHS  . 

.  334 

266 

600 

Crude  Death-Rate  :  12.58 

Comparable  Death-Rate:  14.21. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  .... 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 


Deaths.  Rate  per  1000  Total  Births 

1  1.12 


1  1.12 


Death-rate  of  Infants  under  1  Year  of  Age. 

All  infants  (per  1000  live  births)... 

Legitimate  infants  (per  1000  legitimate  live  births) 
Illegitimate  ,  (  ,,  .,  illegitimate  ,,  ,,  ) 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


60 

61 

29 

57 

2 

Nil. 
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The  following  Table  compares  the  Various  Rates  for  the  Stanley  Urban  District 
with  those  for  the  County  of  Durham,  per  1000  population  : — • 


County. 

Stanley. 

Birth-rate 

16.8 

17.76 

Death-rate 

12.5 

12.58 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

0.24 

0.34 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.002 

Nil. 

Diphtheria 

0.09 

0.21 

Enteric  Fever 

0.005 

0.02 

Measles  ... 

0.04 

0.04 

Whooping  Cough 

0.02 

Nil. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

0.09 

0.06 

,,  (over  2  years) 

0.05 

Nil. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

0.59 

0.40 

Non-Pulmonary  ,,  ...  . 

0.09 

0.18 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy  ... 

0.84 

1.72 

Influenza 

0.25 

0.29 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1000  live  births)... 

62 

60 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (  ,,  total  births) 

3.72 

1.12 
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Birth-rate,  Death-rates  and  Analysis  of  Mortality 

during  the 

year  1940, 

England  and  Wales,  and  the  Stanley  District 

England  &.  Wales. 

Stanley. 

BIRTH-RATE . 

14.6 

17.76 

DEATH-RATES 

All  Causes  ... 

14.3 

12.58 

Enteric  Fever 

0.00 

0.02 

Smallpox 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Measles 

0.02 

0.04 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0.02 

Nil. 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.06 

0.21 

Influenza 

0.32 

0  29 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

4.6 

0.06 

Under  1  year  (per  1000  live  Births) 

55 

60 

Maternal  Mortality  (per  1000  Total  Births)  .... 

2.16 

1.12 

The  next  Table  gives  the  Causes  Of  Death  of  Male  and 

Female  Residents 

for  the  year  1940 

Enteric  Fever 

Males. 

1 

Females 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  .  ...  . 

3 

7 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

14 

5 

Non-Pulmonary  „ 

.....  , 

4 

4 

Syphilis  ....  . 

1 

2 

Influenza 

8 

6 

Measles  .  .  . 

- 

2 

Cancer 

25 

32 

Diabetes 

.... 

3 

6 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.  ...  ...  ... 

•  .  . 

36 

23 

Heart  Disease 

81 

74 

Other  Circulatorv  Diseases 

12 

6 

Bronchitis  ... 

23 

13 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

21 

14 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

11 

- 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  &  Duodenum 

5 

1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years).... 

..... 

- 

3 

Appendicitis  ....  ....  •.... 

. 

2 

1 

Other  Digestive  Disorders 

•  •  • 

7 

6 

Nephritis 

6 

12 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  '  ... 

... 

...  ~ 

1 

Premature  Birth  . 

6 

5 

Congenital  Malformation  etc . 

3 

10 

Suicide  . 

.... 

2 

- 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  ... 

... 

3 

— 

Other  Violent  Causes 

... 

14 

5 

All  Other  Causes 

... 

42 

27 

334 

266 

IMMUNISATION. 

In  the  first  half-year  of  1939  there  were  immunised  in  the  whole  area  2757  children 
under  10  years  of  age. 

In  the  two  years  from  July  1st,  1939,  to  June  30th  1941,  19  children,  who  are 
recorded  as  having  received  prophylactic  treatment,  were  admitted  to  Hospital  and  found  to 
be  bacteriologically  positive  Diphtheria  patients.  This  total  of  19  was  made  up  by  8  in  the 
first  Year,  and  11  in  the  second  year,  giving  infection  rates  of  0.29%,  and  0.39%  respectively 
of  the  children  immunised. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  immunisation  has  accounted  for  the  great  reduction  in  the  number 
of  Diphtheria  cases  notified  For  the  year  ended  June  1940  there  were  104  notifications,  and 
for  the  next  year  to  June  1941  the  number  was  113.  These  totals  compare  very  favourably 
with  thos*  for  the  previous  6  years,  which  were  248,  185,  198,  234,  261,  and  202  respectively. 

Your  Council  has  recommenced  the  Free  Immunisation  Scheme  this  year,  and  I  am 
very  hopeful  that  the  future  will  show  the  great  value  of  the  work. 

WATER. 

In  1940  there  were  no  complaints  about  the  water  supply  which  was  adequate  and 
satisfactory. 
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SEWERAGE 

New  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

The  work  on.  the  approved  schemes  for  new  Sewage  Disposal  Works  to  deal  with  the 
sewage  from  North  Stanley,  uth  1  anlield  Annlield  Plain  and  Craghead,  has  been  held  up 
by  the  war. 

Owing  to  the  delay  in  these  schemes,  repairs  and  improvements  have  been  carried  out 
to  existing  works  to  enable  them  to  function  more  efficiently  until  the  new  works  can  take 
over.  i 

Other  Sewage  works  continue  to  give  satisfactory  service. 

SCHOOLS 

It  was  not  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  schools  during  the  year  on  account  of  infectious 
disease. 


STANLEY  SECTION. 

During  1940  many  industries  were  affected  by  War  conditions,  and  the  mainstay  of  the 
district — Coal-mining — was  one  which  suffered,  as  some  of  our  pits  had  to  be  closed.  However, 
unemployment  s  a  whole  was  reduced,  and  this  is  shown  in  the  payments  made  for  able-bodied 
relief  by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  which  were  £2,429  for  1937  ;  £728  in  1938  ;  £648  in  1939, 
and  £548  in  1940. 

Last  year  the  total  payments  were  :  Ordinary  Relief  £36,586  ;  Able-bodied  Relief  £548  ;  — 
a  total  of  £37,134. 

For  the  purposes  of  comparison  I  append  the  figures  for  the  past  10  years  : — 


1940  ...  £37,134  (increased  population) 

1939  £43,960  ( 

1938  £42,922  ( 

1937  £41,781  (  ,,  ,,  for  f  of  the  year) 

1936  £41,131 

1935  £38,460 

1934  £36,508 

1933  £35,746 

1932  £34,658 

1931  £29,312 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

The  Stanley  and  District  Nursing  Association  continues  to  do  good  work,  and  the  following 
is  a  summary  of  what  was  done  last  year  : — 


Midwifery 

Cases  Attended 
238 

Visits  paid 
4116 

Maternity  . 

71 

1206 

Medical 

85 

2297 

Surgical  . 

181 

5286 

Nurses  employed  : 

575 

1  General,  4  Nurse 

12,905 

Midwives. 

Hospitals. 

During  1940  there  was  no  change  in  the  accommodation  provided  at  the  various 
Hospitals. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

There  was  no  change  during  the  past  year,  and  I  have  received  no  complaints  that 
the  number  of  ambulances  available  were  inadequate  for  the  requirements  of  the  districts. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  County  Council  provides  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  at  Stanley  and 
South  Moor,  a  member  of  the  County  Medical  Staff  being  present  on  each  day  on  which 
they  are  open  The  days  are  as  follows  : 

STANLEY — Mondav.  All  day  with  Ultra  Violet  Ray  Clinic  in  the  afternoon 

Thursday.  All  day,  with  Ante-Natal  Clinic  in  the  morning,  and  Ultra 
Violet  Ray  Clinic  in  the  afternoon. 

A  Dental  Clinic  is  held  on  Thursday  morning  every  Fourth  week. 

SOUTH  MOOR — Wednesday,  on  alternate  weeks,  Ante-Natal  Clinic  in  the  afternoon. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  Table  gives  a  Summary  of  Cases  notified,  and  compares  1940  with  the 

9  Preceding  Years. 


Disease. 

1940 

1939 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

1932 

1931 

Diphtheria 

112 

108 

138 

1  17 

147 

131 

178 

155 

60 

63 

Erysipelas 

1  1 

16 

22 

16 

14 

17 

24 

16 

19 

26 

Scarlet  Fever 

57 

41 

94 

43 

47 

62 

225 

372 

114 

52 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

1 

1 

3 

3 

7 

7 

— 

3 

5 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

7 

3 

1 

5 

3 

6 

5 

8 

8 

10 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

6 

3 

4 

5 

1 

7 

1 

2 

7 

4 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

27 

23 

20 

25 

13 

15 

11 

19 

15 

16 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 1 

25 

26 

17 

13 

9 

14 

19 

17 

17 

Pneumonia 

43 

24 

29 

32 

27 

17 

18 

37 

17 

20 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

— 

j  * — 

1 

1 

■ — 

- 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 

Dysentery 

7 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

434 

5 

* 

1 

— 

“ 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

' 

— 

Totals 

730 

251 

335 

263 

268 

274 

489 

629 

263 

216 

(Note — The  figures  for  the  last  4  years  are  those  for  an  increased  population.) 


The  next  Table  gives  the  A^e  Period,  etc.,  of  cases  notified  in  1940. 


Disease. 

Under 

1 

Y  ear. 

04 

J, 

CO 

1 

04 

T* 

1 

CO 

‘O 

1 

Tjn 

O 

7 

•o 

10—15 

15—20 

»o 

2 

04 

35—45 

<3 

3 

65  and 
Over 

Total 

Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever.  .. 

— 

— 

7 

9 

5 

22 

9 

3 

1 

— 

i 

— 

57 

40 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

4 

8 

7 

42 

21 

16 

13 

— 

— 

— 

112 

112 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — - 

5 

1 

— 

— 

6 

2 

Pneumonia 

— 

2 

1 

— 

2 

3 

1 

2 

5 

2 

ii 

4 

43 

2 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

7 

7 

2 

Dysentery 

— - 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

7 

7 

Measles 

19 

45 

43 

56 

63 

197 

8 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

434 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

3 

11 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1  — 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

4 

T  otals 

692 

169 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Male. 

Female 

Male. 

Female 

Male. 

Female 

Male'. 

Female 

Under  1  Year 

1 — 5  Years 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ _ 

5—15  „ 

4 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—25  „ 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

25—35  „ 

3 

3 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45  „ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45—55  „ 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

55—65  „ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

65  and  over 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

16 

11 

7 

4 

7 

2 

— 

1 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Notified 

Cases 

Treated 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

At  home 

In  Hospital 

1 

1/2/40 

Yes 

— 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

2 

16/3/40 

Yes 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

3 

19/4/40 

Yes 

— 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

4 

24/4/40 

— 

Yes 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1/8/40 

Yes 

— 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

6 

26/9/40 

Yes 

— 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

7 

11/10/40 

— 

Yes 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

There  was  an  increase  of  4  in  the  number  of  notifications,  but  the  number — 112 — is 
still  well  below  the  average  of  the  last  eight  years. 

The  disease  was  present  each  month,  the  worst  months  being  May.  June,  July  and 
October,  with  12,  12,  17  and  18  respectively. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  was  an  increase  of  16  in  the  number  of  cases  reported,  being  57  as  against  41 
in  1939. 

The  disease  was  present  each  month,  the  last  3  months  of  the  year  accounting  for  44% 
of  the  notifications.  It  was  of  a  mild  type  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Enteric  Fever. 

No  cases  were  reported  in  1940. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

27  Cases  were  notified  which  i .  4  more  than  the  previous  year  and  the  highest  number 
for  many  years. 

There  were  9  deaths,  and  all  the  deaths  occurring  in  the  area  had  been  notified. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

The  cases  notified  showed  a  pleasing  reduction  being  1 1  as  compared  with  25  in  the 
previous  year,  and  26  in  1938. 

Pneumonia 

The  number  of  notifications -43-was  the  highest  for  many  years,  comparing  unfavourably 
with  24  in  1939,  and  29  in  1938; 

Two  Patients  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

Measles. 

This  disease  was  notihable  throughout  1940  and  the  number  of  cases  reported-434- 
shows  that  it  was  very  prevalent.  The  worst  months  were  from  May  to  September  when 
nearly  90%  of  the  cases  occurred,  the  figures  being  :  May  53,  June  48,  July  112,  August  98 
September  70. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Also  was  notifiable  throughout  1940. 

It  was  not  prevalent,  only  10  cases  were  reported  and  there  were  no  deaths. 


Influenza. 

There  were  a  fair  number  of  cases  in  the  first  3  months  of  the  year,  but  the  disease 
did  not  assume  epidemic  form. 
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LABORATORY  WORK. 

Under  arrangements  made  between  the  Durham  County  Council  and  the  College  of 
Medicine,  Newcastle,  138  specimens  were  sent  from  1  Enteric  Fever,  69  Tuberculosis,  64 
Diphtheria,  2  Dysentry  and  2  Haemolytic  Streptococci  suspects  Of  this  num  er  12  Tuberculosis. 
11  Diphtheria,  and  1  Dysentry  proved  to  be  positive 

Your  Council  maintains  an  adequate  supply  of  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  tor  distribution 
to  medical  practitioners  in  the  area. 

So  far  no  use  has  been  made  of  the  Schick  and  Dick  tests  in  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  REGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  in  1940. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925.  Section  62. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1925.  Section  66. 

No  action  was  taken  during  1940. 


T  ANFIELD  SECTION. 


The  pavruents  mad^  by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  show  a  decrease  in  Ordinary, 
and  an  increase  in  Able-bodied  Relief  in  comparison  with  the  pn  vious  yeai 

The  figures  for  1940  were  :  Ordinary  Reliei  19  437  ,  Able-bodied  Reliei  1103  ;  a  total  of 
£9,540,  as  against  110  683,  170,  and  £10753,  respectively  in  939. 

For  comparison  I  append  the  totals  for  the  last  10  vears  :  — 


1940 

1939 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

1932 

1931 


£9,540. 

£10,753. 

£9.884. 

£8,533. 

£9,436. 

£9,831. 

£9,150. 

£7,908. 

£7,115. 

£5,794. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

There  are  two  Nursing  Associations  in  the  Section,  one  for  each  Ward,  and  their  work 
during  1940  may  be  thus  summarised  : 

North  Ward. 


Midwifery  &  Maternity 

Cases  attended. 

62 

Visits  paid 

1187 

Medical 

46 

858 

Surgical 

97 

1118 

205 

3163 

2  Queen’s  Nurses  are  employed. 

South  Ward. 

Medical...  ....  ...  62  1576 

Surgical  ....  ....  117  2341 

179  3917 

1  Queen’s  Nurse  is  employed. 

Hospital  Accommodation. 

This  remained  unchanged  duiing  the  year 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

There  was  no  alteration  in  1940. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  County  Council  provides  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  at  Burnopfield  and 
Taniield  Lea,  a  member  of  the  County  Medical  Staff  being  present  on  each  day  on  which  they 
are  open  The  daj^s  are  as  follows  : 

Burnopfield  Centre — Alternate  Fridays. 

Tanfield  Lea  Centre — Alternate  Tuesdays,  with  Ante-Natal  Clinic  every  4  weeks,  in  the  afternoon 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  cases  notified,  and  compares  1940  with  the 
9  preceding  years  : 


disease. 

1940 

1939 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

1932 

1931 

Diphtheria 

27 

30 

110 

68 

51 

103 

83 

47 

19 

38 

Erysipelas 

12 

4 

6 

4 

7 

10 

9 

11 

7 

14 

Scarlet  Fever 

28 

19 

40 

53 

80 

72 

138 

112 

26 

24 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

— 

■ — 

8 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum .... 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

— 

2 

4 

2 

Puerperal  Fever.  .. 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

3 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

— 

2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  • 

4 

6 

9 

3 

7 

3 

6 

11 

4 

6 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

3 

4 

8 

7 

4 

9 

8 

7 

11 

12 

Pneumonia 

19 

5 

8 

17 

12 

14 

18 

18 

24 

15 

Malaria  . 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

2 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  .... 

292 

1 

""  ' 

~ 

— 

' 

-  "* 

Whooping  Cough 

35 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

427 

75 

185 

156 

163 

223 

266 

214 

1 

98 

118 

The  next  table  gives  the  Age  Period,  etc., for  cases  notified  in  1940 


Disease. 

Under 

1 

Year 

1 

CO 

1 

<N 

1 

7 

Tt< 

O 

T-H 

1 

. 

lO 

V-H 

1 

o 

O 

1 

lO 

V—4 

! 

20—35 

1 

35—45 

CD 

T 

ID 

T* 

65  and 
over 

Total 

Hospital  1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

2 

— 

4 

5 

8 

7 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

28 

25 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

4 

4 

3 

8 

i 

1 

— 

27 

27 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

' 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

* 

" 

— 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

2 

2 

1 

5 

— 

2 

2 

i 

2 

1 

19 

3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

2 

— 

Dysentrv 

— 

— 

' 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Measles 

5 

36 

35 

33 

27 

137 

17 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

292 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

4 

5 

4 

5 

14 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 

— 

Erysipelas  .... 

— 

— 

" 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

10 

1 

12 

6 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

" 

i 

j  ” ” 

_ 

1 

1 

Total 

420 

63 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

F  emare 

Under  1  Year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 5  Years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

" 

1 

' 

5—15  ,, 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

' 

1 

1 

15—25  ,, 

— 

— 

— 

" 

1 

25—35  ,, 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

35—45  ,, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55  ,, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

“ 

55—65  ,, 

— 

— 

' 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

2 

1 

8 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


CASES. 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

» 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths. 

Notified. 

Trei 

At 

Home. 

ited. 

In 

Hospital. 

1 

2 

16/3/40 

9/8/40 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria. 

The  number  of  cases  reported  again  showed  a  decrease,  and  was  the  lowest  total  in 
the  last  8  years. 

With  the  exception  of  June  the  disease  was  present  each  month,  and  all  cases  received 
Hospital  treatment. 

It  may  be  noted  that  in  the  2  sections  139  cases  were  reported,  and  of  these  46  proved 
to  be  negative  on  bacteriological  examination.  The  true  Diphtheria  notifications  were  thus 
only  93  for  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  cases  reported  showed  an  increase,  being  28  as  against  19  in  1939. 

The  disease  was  present  each  month,  with  the  exception  of  July,  was  of  a  mild  type, 
and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Again  there  was  a  reduction,  only  4  cases  being  reported  as  against  6  in  1939  and  9 
in  1938  There  was  one  death. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

There  was  also  a  reduction  in  these,  3  cases  being  notified  as  compared  with  4  in  1939,  8 
in  1938,  and  7  in  1937  There  were  3  deaths. 

All  the  cases  of  Tuberculosis  which  died  in  the  area  had  previously  been  notified. 

Measles. 

Was  a  notifiable  disease,  throughout  1940.  There  were  a  numb  r  of  cases,  the  worst 
months  being  from  May  to  September,  when  262  (83%)  of  the  notifications  were  received,  the 
figures  being,  May  41,  June  45,  July' 75,  August  68  and  September  33. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Was  also  a  notifiable  disease  throughout  1940.  It  was  not  very  prevalent,  35  cases 
being  reported  in  the  twelve  months. 

Laboratory  Work. 

Under  arrangements  made  between  the  Durham  County  Council  and  the  College  of 
Medicine,  Newcastle,  31  specimens  were  sent  from  11  Diphtheria,  18  Tuberculosis  and  2  Enteric 
Fever  suspects..  Of  this  number  1  of  Diphtheria  proved  to  be  positive. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  REGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  past  year 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925.  Section  62. 

No  acticn  was  taken  in  1940. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925.  Section  66. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  past  year. 


I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

E.  BENSON, 

The  Urban  District  Council,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Stanley, 


STANLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

ANNFIELD  PLAIN  AREA. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  Year  1940. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Stanley  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health  of  the  Ann  field  Plain  Section  of  your 
Urban  District  for  the  year  i940,  for  your  consideration. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  M.  MORISON,  D.P.H. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  social  and  health  conditions  of  this  Annfield  Plain  Area  of  your  District  is,  considering 
the  claims,  demands  and  anxieties  created  by  a  cruel  war,  wonderfully  satisfactory.  With  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  a  short  and  sharp  epidemic  of  measles,  in  mid-summer,  was  surprisingly  free  from  the  usual 
complications  of  this  disease,  and  the  general  health  and  morale  of  the  community  is  excellent. 

The  slump  in  the  coal  industry  after  the  loss  of  a  great  part  of  our  overseas  trade  and  the 
regrettable  Dunkirk  incident,  was  fortunately  short-lived.  The  trade  is  now  recovering.  The  insis- 
tant  demands  of  our  armament  factories  and  the  normal  consumption  of  the  country  keep  all  our 
collieries  employed.  The  greatest  difficulty  at  the  moment  is  the  absence  of  so  many  men  in  the  forces, 
and  the  absorption  of  many  of  them  into  other  industries,  which  hampers,  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
output  of  the  collieries. 

This  employment  of  all  able-bodied  men  into  remunerative  and  regular  employment  is,  from 
a  health  point  of  view,  a  wonderful  health  tonic,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  unemployment,  with  its 
dismal  outlook,  has  an  un-nerving  effect  upon  the  health  contentment,  and  morale  of  the  industrial 
community.  A  long  continued  war  must  inevitably  tell  upon  the  general  stamina  of  a  nation  sooner 
or  later,  and  we  must  always  bear  this  in  mind  and  be  on  the  alert  to  prevent  and  cope  with  epidemics, 
should  the  necessity  arise. 

Diseases  may  also  be  brought  from  distant  countries  by  our  returning  soldiers  and  sailors. 
We  must  not  forget  the  epidemic  of  malignant  pneumonia  in  1918,  and  the  smallpox  epidemic  a  few 
years  later. 

Relief. 


Ordinary . 

Unemployed 

1936 

£19,810/0/0 

£6,500/10/0 

1937 

£19,658/11/5 

£1,449/2/3 

1938 

£20,761/14/0 

£236/5/6 

1939 

£20,600/12/0 

£142/17/0 

1940 

£13,444/13/1 

£168/3/2 

£26,310/10/0 

£21,107/13/8 

£20,997/19/6 

£20,743/9/0 

£13,612/16/3 

The  amount  disbursed  in  ordinary  and  unemployment  relief  is  considerably  less  than  in 
previous  years,  but,  this  in  fact,  may  be  more  apparent  than  real,  as  many  of  these  recipients  of  relief 
have  been  transferred  to  the  Assistance  Board.  However,  there  is  less  unemployment  at  present  than 
for  some  time,  and  there  must  be  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  disbursement  of  relief  than  in 
previous  years. 


Live  Births-J 

l 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

M  F 
225  =  1 15  110 

2=  1  1 


227  116  111 


Birth  Rate  per  1000  of 
■estimated  resident  pop¬ 
ulation  .  . 15.13 


Deaths 


170=  92  78 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

,,  ,,  other  Puerperal  causes  . 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  . 


'  Death  rate  per  1000  of 
■the  estimated  resident 

population .  11.33 

.  nil. 

.  nil. 


41  of  the  above  170  deaths  died  in  various  institutions  outside  the  District. 


66.8 

58.0 

0 

0 

0 

14 


2 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes  . 

92 

78 

1  Diphtheria  . 

0 

1 

2  Influenza  . 

1 

1 

3  Respiratory  Tuberculosis . 

7 

2 

4  Other  Tubercular  Diseases  . 

2 

3 

5  Cancer  . 

6 

8 

6  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  . 

1 

3 

7  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  etc.  . 

4 

2 

8  Senility  . 

10 

9 

9  Violence 

4 

2 

10  Other  defined  diseases 

5 

5 

1 1  Ill-defined  diseases,  or  unknown  . 

1 

0 

1 2  Diabetes 

1 

0 

13  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

7 

8 

14  Heart  disease 

5 

12 

15  Other  circulatory  diseases 

12 

9 

16  Bronchitis  . 

11 

5 

17  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

8 

6 

18  Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

0 

19  Peptic  ulcer . 

2 

1 

20  Appendicitis 

2 

0 

21  Digestive  disease  . 

1 

0 

22  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

0 

23  Diarrhoea  (under  1  year) 

0 

1 

The  following  statement  gives  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  County  as  compared  with  those 
of  the  Annfield  Plain  Area  : — 


County. 

Annfield  Plain 
Area. 

(per  1 ,000  population) 

Birth-rate 

16.8 

15.3 

Death-rate  . 

12.5 

11.33 

Zymotic  death-rate 

0.24 

0.13 

Small  Pox  . 

nil. 

nil. 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.002 

nil. 

Diphtheria  . 

0.09 

0.06 

Enteric  Fever 

0.005 

nil. 

Measles  . 

0.04 

nil. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

0.02 

nil. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2) . 

0.09 

0.06 

Phthisis 

0.59 

0.60 

Influenza 

0.25 

0.13 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  Pleurisy . 

0.84 

1.00 

Infantile  Mortality-rate 

62  per  1000  births 

66 

Maternal  Mortality-rate 

3.72 

nil. 

Estimated  Population  .  .  15,000 

The  above  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  compare  favourably  with  the  County  averages. 
The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  Area  is  somewhat  higher  than  the  County  average.  Birth  and 
death  rates  are  lower.  Respiratory  diseases  have  the  highest  death  rate. 


ANALYSIS  OF  AGES  AT  DEATH 


15  died  between  the 

ages 

of 

0  to  1 

o 

*md 

>  > 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

1  to  2 

0 

) ) 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y  . 

2  to  3 

1 

)  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y  . 

3  to  4 

0 

y  > 

y  y 

y  y 

y  > 

y  y  . 

4  to  5 

1 

y  > 

y  > 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y  . 

5  to  10 

7 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y  . 

10  to  20 

9 

)  y 

y  y 

y  y  . 

...  20  to  30 

17 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y  •  -  • 

...  30  to  40 

10 

y  > 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y  . 

..  40  to  50 

19 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y  . 

..  50  to  60 

36 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

yy  . 

.  60  to  70 

38 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y  . 

70  to  80 

15 

.  80  to  90 

170 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  how  these  ages  compare  with  the  ages  of  deaths  in  rural 
and  urban  districts,  also  of  districts  comparable  to  this,  i.c.,  coal  mining  areas  or  industrial  areas 
generally. 


3 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  REPORTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1940. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever  . 

1 

1 

1 

Diphtheria . 

34 

33 

1 

Erysipelas . 

1 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium  . 

3 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

8 

0 

12 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

1 

1 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

18 

18 

0 

Whooping  Cough . 

39 

0 

0 

Measles  . 

367 

0 

0 

Total 

472 

54 

15 

The  compulsory  notification  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  lias,  owing  to  a  sharp  epidemic, 
of  Measles,  and  a  lesser  one  of  Whooping  Cough,  raised  our  list  over  previous  years  enormously. 
Without  these  the  list  would  be  reasonably  small.  These  epidemics  have  practically  ceased  with  the 
death  rate  nil,  up  to  the  present. 

Pneumonia  includes  all  forms,  such  as  Broncho-pneumonia  &c.,  and  accounts  for  many  of 
the  deaths.  Four  cases,  old  people  belonging  to  our  area,  died  outside  the  district  in  various  institutions 


NUMBER  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  PER  MONTH  FOR  1940 

(INCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS). 


Total 

T  . 

b  ever 
Scarlet 

_ 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Measles 

Phthisis 

Cer.  Spinal 
Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

January  . 

4 

1 

9 

tLd 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

February  . 

11 

2 

3 

0 

4 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

March  . 

5 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o 

3 

0 

0 

0 

April 

12 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

2 

9 

JLd 

0 

2 

0 

May  . 

44 

1 

3 

0 

1 

0 

31 

4 

0 

4 

0 

June 

105 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

88 

4 

0 

8 

0 

July  . 

166 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

151 

5 

0 

7 

0 

August  . 

89 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

83 

1 

0 

5 

0 

September 

23 

3 

5 

o 

0 

1 

9 

0 

0 

4 

1 

October 

13 

1 

O 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

7 

1 

November . 

14 

2 

5 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

December 

9 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

... 

0 

1 

0 

Total 

495 

16 

34 

1 

8 

1 

367 

25 

1 

39 

3 

From  1st  January  to  30th  June  .  181  J 

From  1st  July  to  31st  December  .  . ...  314/ 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  TOTAL  CASES  UNDER  ALL  GROUPS. 


Disease. 

4-» 

O 

Under 

1  year 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

Over  45 

Diphtheria 

34 

— 

— 

3 

5 

2 

6 

7 

2 

9 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

' 

Cerebral- Spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

" 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

— 

1 

3 

1 

2 

6 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

39 

4 

6 

5 

7 

6 

9 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

367 

40 

49 

52 

60 

74 

88 

3 

1 

■ 

Total 

469 

44 

56 

63 

73 

84 

110 

14 

5 

16 

3 

1 

4 

TUBERCULOSES. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

N  on-  P  ul  monary . 

Periods. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

5 

1 

1 

15 

1 

4 

1 

25 

5 

3 

1 

4 

4 

2 

2 

35 

1 

2 

1 

1 

45 

1 

1 

55 

1 

1 

65 

1 

Totals 

7 

6 

6 

6 

7 

2 

2 

2 

13 

12 

9 

4 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


CASES. 

Vision 

Un¬ 

impaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Notified. 

Treated 

Deaths 

At 

Home 

In 

Hospital 

3 

2 

1 

3 

0 

0 

1 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  specimens  sent  in  by  medical  practitioners  in  the 
district  for  examination  during  the  year,  in  accordance  with  the  arrangement  made  between  the  C.C. 
and  the  King’s  College  of  Medicine. 


Number  of 
Specimens 
Submitted 

RESULTS. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Inconclusive 

Enteric  . 

2 

0 

2 

0 

Diphtheria 

22 

3 

19 

0 

Phthisis  (sputum) 

31 

7 

24 

0 

Totals 

55 

10 

45 

0 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  is  supplied  to  practitioners  in  the  area,  if  and  when  application  is 
made  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


IMMUNIZATION 

In  July  1936,  immunization  was  offered  free  to  children  under  8  years,  and  in  1939,  again  all 
the  schools  were  visited,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  parents  over  800  were  injected.  On  these  occasions 
only  one  injection  of  .5  was  done.  The  results  appear  to  be  very  satisfactory.  There  was  no  real  dis¬ 
turbance  of  the  health  of  the  Children,  a  slight  stiffness  of  the  arm  lasting  a  short  time  was  the  only 
complaint  ;  and  if  too  soon  yet  to  pronounce  a  dogmatic  opinion  in  the  lasting  effects  of  the  immuniz¬ 
ation,  notifications  of  Diphtheria  have  decreased  very  markedly  since,  as  the  figures  in  this  Report 
shows.  Those  who  have  not  taken  advantage  of  the  scheme  can  still  have  it  done  free  by  making 
application  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Council  Offices,  Tantobie. 

The  following  figures  are  informative  re  Diphtheria. 


1934 

number  notified 

180 

1935 

)  > 

) ) 

91 

1936 

> ) 

> ) 

121 

1937 

)  > 

) ) 

141 

1938 

) ) 

) ) 

147 

1939 

>  > 

)  f 

58 

1940 

> ) 

) ) 

34 

All  these  cases  notified  would,  when  seen,  have  the  clinical  appearance  of  Diphtheria,  and  it  is 
quite  evident  now  that  some,  at  any  rate,  when  bacteriologically  examined  would  give  a  negative 
result ;  the  drop,  however,  in  the  numbers  notified  since  the  introduction  of  immunization  is  most 
marked. 

Of  the  34  Cases  notified  in  1940,  7  were  found,  on  bacteriological  examination,  to  be  negative, 
making  the  number  actually  27  for  the  year. 

A  systematic  bacteriological  examination  is  made  in  hospital  of  every  case  on  admission, 
and  before  being  discharged. 

It  is  often  difficult  to  diagnose  on  a  first  visit  whether  a  sore  throat  is  diphtheritic  or  not  ,  and 
it  is  considered  the  safer  course  to  have  the  patient  removed  to  hospital  without  delay,  where  tests 
are  applied  and  treatment  given  at  once. 

W.  M.  MORISON,  D.P.H.,  M.O.H.  for  the 
Annfield  Plain  Section  of  the  Stanley  U.D.C. 
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I  herewith  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Department  during  the  Year  : 

HOUSING  ACTS  : 

Repairs  and  improvements  :  Progress  in  the  repair  and  improvement  of  house  property 
has  been  fairly  Well  maintained  in  spite  of  the  shortage  of  materials  during  the  war  period. 

Slum  Clearance  :  It  is  unfortunate  that  rehousing  has  been  held  up  during  the  war  as  the 
houses  scheduled  for  demolition  have  rapidly  deteriorated  and  it  has  been  found  practically  impossible 
to  maintain  the  property  in  a  condition  sufficient  to  make  the  houses  reasonably  habitable. 

The  Council  has  given  consideration  to  the  worst  cases  and  placed  the  tenants  on  the  short 
list  for  existing  Council  houses. 

Overcrowding  :  The  Council’s  activities  in  the  rehousing  of  overcrowded  families  has  neces¬ 
sarily  stopped  during  the  war  period. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  ACTS. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  notices  served  under  the  various  headings  : — 


| 

No.  of  Nuisances  or  de¬ 
fects  dealt  with  by  In-  i 
formal  Notices. 

1  No.  of  Nuisances  or  de¬ 

fects  dealt  with  by  Formal 
Notices  by  Order  of  the 
Council. 

No.  of  Nuisances  or  de- 
|  fects  abated  or  remedied 

after  service  of  Notices. 

Dwelling-houses — Structural  Defects 

432 

317 

355 

Foul  Conditions  . 

3 

3 

3 

Cowsheds 

9 

— 

9 

Ashpits  and  Privies  . 

15 

— 

— 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

1 

— 

1 

Water-closets  . 

17 

— 

15 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

2 

— 

2 

House 

Defective  Traps 

3 

— 

3 

Drainage 

Other  Faults . 

18 

— 

16 

Water  Supply  . 

4 

— 

4 

Other  Nuisances 

4 

— 

— 

Ashbins 

105 

— 

63 

TOTALS  . 

613 

320 

471 

— 

— 

— 
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ANALYSIS  OF  INSPECTIONS,  1940. 


Housing  Defects  — Inspections  .  586 

— Re-Inspections  1,369 

Defective  Drains  .....  140 

Defective  Water-closets  40 

Defective  Ash-pits  ...  ..  140 

Defective  Paving  .  .....  9 

Foul  Conditions  19 

Lodging  Houses .  52 

Slaughter  Houses  .  355 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  343 

Milk  Samples  ......  90 

Deposits  of  Refuse  .  4 

Factories  and  Workshops  88 

Animals  Improperly  Kept  1 

Offensive  Trades  .  1 

Infectious  Diseases  285 

Privy  Conversion  9 

Refuse  Collection  25 

Appointments  .69 

Miscellaneous  131 

Food  Premises  94 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds .  ......  5 


TOTAL  OF  INSPECTIONS  .  3,855 


SANITARY  CONVENIENCES  : 

During  the  year  3  privies  were  converted  into  water-closets. 

The  number  of  privies  converted  into  water-closets  since  1931  is  as  follows  : — 


1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 


151 

155 

1,664  (Includes  Scheme  for  1460). 
250 
142 
230 
103 
47 

471  (Part  Scheme  for  1 ,295.) 
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TOTAL 


3,216 


The  following  types  of  conveniences  are  existing  in  the  area  : — 


Water-closets  .  10,926 

Privies.  2,415 

Dry  Ashpits  3,915 

Ashbins  . ...  ...  6,530 


The  general  scheme  for  the  conversion  of  privies  has  been  stopped  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
until  after  the  war. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  : 

House  refuse  is  collected  from  6,330  ashpits  weekly,  and  6,530  ashbins  twice  weekly,  together 
with  trade  refuse  from  108  shops,  etc.,  necessitating  a  total  of  19,498  visits  each  week. 

The  estimated  amount  of  refuse  is  approximately  40,000  tons  per  annum. 

The  refuse  is  abnormally  heavy  and  peculiar  to  a  colliery  district  where  the  coal,  supplied 
free  to  the  miners,  besides  being  small  and  dusty  contains  a  certain  amount  of  stone. 

The  refuse  has  to  be  transported  over  steep  gradients  and  each  vehicle,  with  a  capacity  of 
8  cubic  yards,  contains  at  least  3  tons  nett  of  refuse,  which  represents  the  contents  from  an  average 
of  40  ashpits  or  correspondingly  80  ashbins. 
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The  total  annual  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  for  the  year  was  £9,968.  The  weighty  refuse 
gives  a  low  rate  of  5/0d.  per  ton  and  an  equivalent  rate  in  the  pound  of  15d.  The  average  weight  of 
refuse  per  1,000  population  per  day  is  43  cwts.,  and  the  nett  cost  per  1,000  population  is  £199. 

SALVAGE  : 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Salvage,  the  Council  commenced  in  July  to  collect  specified 
articles  of  salvage  such  as  Paper,  Metal  and  Bones. 

To  encourage  householders  to  assist  in  this  work,  ladies’  committees  were  formed  in  seventeen 
districts  in  the  area.  Each  committee  carried  out  a  house-to-house  canvass  and  afterwards  assisted 
by  arranging  depots  in  each  district  from  which  the  Council  workmen  removed  the  articles  to  a  central 
depot  for  sorting  and  disposal. 

In  order  to  make  the  collection  of  salvage  more  frequent  and  regular,  it  was  decided  to  fix 
trailers  to  the  Council  Refuse  Vehicles.  As  these  trailers  could  not  be  purchased  at  the  time,  a  local 
cartwright  offered  to  build  one  on  trial. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  two  of  these  trailers  were  in  use  and  the  construction  of  a  sufficient 
number  were  put  in  hand. 

The  salvage  of  waste  paper  was  in  operation  for  twelve  months  and  the  salvage  of  metals, 
bones,  etc.,  for  six  months  (July  to  December),  when  the  following  articles  were  collected  and  sold  : — 


214  Tons  . 

Paper. 

97  Tons  . 

Metals 

706  Dozen 

Bottles. 

355  Dozen 

Jars. 

36Cwt. 

Rags. 

56  Cwt.  . 

Bones. 

To  keep  this  important  service  before  the  public,  handbills  were  distributed  to  all  the  houses 
posters  were  displayed  at  various  points,  films  were  shewn  at  the  local  cinemas,  and  progress  reports 
were  given  by  the  local  newspapers. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY  BYELAWS. 

There  is  one  Common  Lodging  House  situated  at  Flint  Hill,  Dipton,  which  is  regularly 
inspected. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS  : 

During  the  year  7  Council  and  55  private  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs. 
The  Council  houses  were  disinfected  by  the  Local  Authority  and  the  private  houses  by  the  occupiers. 

The  method  of  disinfestation  was  by  spraying  with  insecticides  followed  by  fumigation. 
Where  necessary  the  infested  woodwork — such  as  picture-rails  and  skirting  boards — was  removed 
and  destroyed.  The  occupiers  were  then  instructed  to  thoroughly  clean  the  houses  by  washing  down 
with  soap  and  water.  Frequent  inspections  were  made  and  advice  given  to  the  occupiers  until  the 
premises  were  found  to  be  free  from  vermin. 

MILK  SUPPLY  : 

The  following  were  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

48  Cowkeepers. 

66  Dairies. 

94  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk. 

1  Pasteurised  (Licence). 

14  Accredited  Producers. 

All  the  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  were  frequently  inspected.  The  general  hygiene  in  the  byres 
and  dairies  was  well  maintained  during  the  year. 
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MILK  SAMPLES  : 

80  Samples  of  Ordinary  Milk  and  10  Samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination. 

The  Accredited  Milk  standard  allows  200,000  bacteria  per  millimetie  and  bacillus  coli  in 
not  more  than  one-tenth  of  a  millimetre-10  of  the  above  samples  were  found  to  be  below  this  standard 
and  80  samples  were  more  than  comparable  with  such  standard. 

/ 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS : 

Owing  to  the  war  emergency  and  the  control  of  foodstuffs,  the  slaughter  of  animals  has  been 
done  outside  the  district  at  a  central  depot. 

The  meat  is  brought  into  three  Distribution  Depots  and  inspected  prior  to  allocation  to 
the  butchers. 

During  the  year  the  following  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  condemned  : 


Carcase  of  a  Sheep  Decomposed. 

733  lbs.  of  Beef  (Home  killed)  ...  Unsound. 

34  lbs.  of  Bacon  .  .  .....  Unsound. 

276  lbs.  of  Beef  (Imported)  .  .  Unsound. 

464  lbs.  of  Mutton  .  ....  Unsound. 

6  lbs.  of  Boiled  Beef  .  ... .  Unsound. 

54  sets  of  Animal  organs  Unsound. 


In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  consideration  and  support  of  the  Council 
and  members  of  the  Staff. 


I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

K.  ELLIOTT, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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